
Matt 7:21-23  

Not everyone who calls out to me, 'Lord! Lord!' will enter
the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the
will of my Father in heaven will enter. On judgment day
many will say to me, 'Lord! Lord! We prophesied in
your name and cast out demons in your name and
performed many miracles in your name.' But I will
reply, 'I never knew you. Get away from me, you who
break God's laws.'
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Observation #1:  

We have accurately defined what the 
expression “faith” means.  
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“Faith is believing in 
things when common 
sense tells you not to.”
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Heb 11:1  

Now faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.

“hupostasis” – something tangible, something 
observable and solid – scientific evidence

“elegchos” – legal testimony sufficient for conviction.
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Observation #2:  

Faith or trust implies obedience. 
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Deuteronomy 6:4 – Shema

Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God is one Lord:
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Eph 2:8-10

For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God:  Not of works, lest 
any man should boast.  For 
we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God 
hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them.

Paul James
James 2:17-18
17 Even so faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being 
alone.
18 Yea, a man may say, 
Thou hast faith, and I 
have works: shew me thy 
faith without thy works, 
and I will shew thee my 
faith by my works.

060924 Paul Blair - Trust and Obey 15



He that 
hath an ear, 
let him hear.
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Ex 24:7   

And he took the book of the covenant, and read in 
the audience of the people: and they said, All that 
the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient.
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Deut 11:13-15:  (ESV)
And if you will indeed obey 
my commandments that I 
command you today, to love 
the Lord your God, and to 
serve him with all your 
heart and with all your soul,  
he will give the rain for your 
land in its season, the early 
rain and the later rain, that 
you may gather in your grain 
and your wine and your oil. 
And he will give grass in your 
fields for your livestock, and 
you shall eat and be full.
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Ps 81:8-13  (NLT)
8 Listen to me, O my people, while I give 
you stern warnings. O Israel, if you would 
only listen to me!
9 You must never have a foreign god; you 
must not bow down before a false god.
10 For it was I, the Lord your God, who 
rescued you from the land of Egypt. Open 
your mouth wide, and I will fill it with good 
things.
11 But no, my people wouldn't listen. 
Israel did not want me around.
12 So I let them follow their own stubborn 
desires, living according to their own 
ideas.
13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! 
Oh, that Israel would follow me, walking 
in my paths!
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“Hebrew verbs always stress 
action and effect rather than 

just mental activity.”
Walking in the Dust of Rabbi Jesus, Lois Tverberg
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• James 1:22   

But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own selves.

060924 Paul Blair - Trust and Obey 21



• • James 2:19-20   

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest
well: the devils also believe, and tremble.  But 
wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without 

works is dead?
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Heb 10:1-13

For the law having a shadow of good things 
to come, and not the very image of the 
things, can never with those sacrifices 
which they offered year by year continually 
make the comers thereunto perfect…For it 
is not possible that the blood of bulls and of 
goats should take away sins…Then said he, 
Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh 
away the first, that he may establish the 
second. By the which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all.   And every priest 
standeth daily ministering and offering 
oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins:  But this man, after he 
had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 
sat down on the right hand of God; From 
henceforth expecting till his enemies be 
made his footstool.

Titus 3:5

Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing 
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• • James 2:19-20   

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest
well: the devils also believe, and tremble.  But 
wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without 

works is dead?
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Eph 4:31-32
Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.

James 1:26
If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his 
own heart, this man's religion is vain.

Gal 5:19-21
Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of 
the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
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Matt 7:21-23

Not everyone who calls out to 
me, 'Lord! Lord!' will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Only 
those who actually do the will 
of my Father in heaven will 
enter. On judgment day many 
will say to me, 'Lord! Lord! We 
prophesied in your name and 
cast out demons in your name 
and performed many miracles 
in your name.'  But I will reply, 
'I never knew you. Get away 
from me, you who break God's 
laws.'
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Affiliation of Churches
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Dr. John Franklyn Norris
“J. Frank Norris”

(1877–1952)

• He pastored the First Baptist Church of Ft Worth for 44 years from 
1909-1952.  

• He led in establishing Southwest Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth.  

• He was a political activist leading the fight against gambling, led in 
the prohibition of alcohol and also fought against the teaching of 
evolution and was an active leader in fighting communism.  

• Pastor Norris influence caused President Truman to recognize the 
newly formed State of Israel when David ben Gurion declared 
independence, America recognized them as a sovereign state in 11 
minutes.   

• After pastoring First Baptist Fort Worth for 16 years, in 1935, 
Norris accepted the pastorate of a second church, Temple Baptist 
Church in Detroit, Michigan. 

• For 16 years, Norris pastored both congregations traveling by 
train and plane between the two overseeing a combined 
membership of 26,000. 060924 Paul Blair - Trust and Obey 30
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Matt 7:21-23  

Not everyone who calls out to me, 'Lord! Lord!' will enter
the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the
will of my Father in heaven will enter. On judgment day
many will say to me, 'Lord! Lord! We prophesied in
your name and cast out demons in your name and
performed many miracles in your name.' But I will
reply, 'I never knew you. Get away from me, you who
break God's laws.'
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